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òHappy New Yearó to everyone in IL. 

Chapter L!!!  Hope you all had a Great Holi-

dayé.  We are looking forward to a very excit-

ing 2012 starting with some changes to our 

Chapter.  New Officers in our Chapter are Bill 

and Barb Baner, Chapter Directors, Lorie Hef-

felfinger, Member Enhancement Coordinator, 

Beth Weltzer Chapter Educator, Bill Michaels, 

Chapter Ride Coordinator,  Dot and Mel Turner, 

our 50/50 Coordinators and Dave Bennett, 

Poker Run Coordinator.  I would also like to 

welcome back Danny and Shirley Foltz, Assis-

tant Chapter Director, Harlan Thillen, Treasur-

er, Tom Weltzer, Newsletter Editor/Webmaster, 

Ron Heffelfinger, Store Keeper and Special 

Events Coordinator and Marv Mitchell our 

Chapter Historian.  

Our complete staff is already working hard on 

planning FUN EVENTS for the upcoming riding season.  

Bill Michaels, our Ride Coordinator, has completed the 

Chapter Ride and Dinner Ride schedule for this year 

with our Annual Poker Run scheduled for August 19th.  

We are scheduling two Mall Events where you can 

show off your beautiful riding machines and talk about 

GWRRA, where we not only have FUN and fringe bene-

fits, but learn about all of the aspects of riding safely 

on our motorcycles.  We are also looking forward to 

choosing our 2012 Chapter Couple of the Year. 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our Jan-

uary Meeting, 

 

Bill & Barb Baner 

IL. Chapter L Directors 

From Your Chapter Director  
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Chapter Director  

Bill & Barb Baner  

815 -335 -4025  

wbaner@comcast.net  

 

Asst. Chapter Director  

Danny & Shirley Foltz  

815 -963 -4097  

foltzdanny@gmail.com  

 

Educator and MAD Coordinator  

Beth Weltzer  

815 -335 -1314  

bweltzer@t6wireless.com  

 

Treasurer/Secretary  

Harland Thillen  

815 -394 -0535  

 

Newsletter Editors  

Tom & Beth Weltzer  

815 -335 -1314  

tweltzer@t6wireless.com  

 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator  

Storekeepers, Special Events, Picnic,  

Sponsors, Chapter Shirts, Sunshine  

And Public Relations  

Ron & Lorie Heffelfinger  

815 -335 -2151  

lorieron@aol.com  

 

Ride Coordinator  

Bill Michaels  

815 -874 -8591  

wmmichaels@aol.com  

 

Poker Run 2012  

Dave Bennett  

815 -398 -1201  

tkgdave@comcast.com  

 

Vest Award Coordinator  

Art Wall  

 

50/50  

Mel and Dot Turner  

 

Historian  

Marv Mitchell  

 

Christmas Party  

Chris Bennett, Dawn Williams  

 

Chapter Attendance Award 
 

Be sure to bring your GWRRA Membership card. Starting this 

month as you sign in our greeters will ask to see your card.  If your 

membership is current they will write your number on a poker chip 

and drop it into a container. At next monthõs meeting and there af-

ter we will draw a poker chip from the bucket. You must be present 

to win, you must have your card with you, and it must be current. 

Sometimes there may even be a òSpecialó award 
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Chapter Educator 

Beth Weltzer 

(815) 335-1314 

 You pull up to an intersection on your motorcycle. The light is red. You notice the cutouts in 

the pavement. This is one of those intersections where the changing of the lights is traffic 

actuated ðthe mass of the vehicle trips the signal to change.  The sensor at this intersection 

is not detecting your motorcycle. You try cutting the corner of the cutout; you try rocking back 

and forth. You consider putting your sidestand down ð not exactly a safe thing to do at an in-

tersection. You hope someone will pull up behind you and actuate the signal for you. You 

consider running the red light and risking a ticket. You sit and wait and wait and wait. Sound 

familiar? 

 

As of January  1, 2012, the wait is over. Public Act 097-0627 (House Bill 2860) was enacted 

and the Illinios Vehicle Code was amended. Portions of the bill pertaining to motorcyclists 

read as follows: 

 

A county, or a municipality with less than 2,000,000 inhabitants, including a home rule 

county or municipality, may not use an automated traffic law enforcement system to issue 

violations in instances where a motorcyclist enters an intersection against a red signal indi-

cation when the red signal fails to change to a green signal within a reasonable period of 

time because of a signal malfunction or because the signal has failed to detect the arrival of 

the motorcycle due to the motorcycle's size or weight. 

 

 In municipalities with less than 2,000,000 inhabitants, after stopping as required by para-

graph 1 or 2 of this subsection, the driver of a motorcycle or bicycle, facing a steady red sig-

nal which fails to change to a green  signal within a reasonable period of time because of 

a  signal malfunction or because the signal has failed to detect the arrival of the motorcycle 

or bicycle due to the vehicle's size or weight, shall have the right to proceed, after yielding 

the right of way to oncoming traffic facing a green signal, subject to the rules applicable after 

making a stop at a stop sign as required by Section 11-1204  of this Code. 

 

(For the entire text the website is www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.) 

 

Please remember to use caution when taking advantage of this new legislation.  This doesnõt 

mean you have permission to run red lights at will. You have to wait; you have to yield to on-

coming traffic facing a green signal. At intersections with left turn lanes, the turn arrow for 

oncoming traffic will not be visible to you. Make sure the intersection is clear before pro-

ceeding. You donõt want to have an encounter with someone turning left in front of you. Also, 

scan ahead ð is oncoming traffic coming over a hill? What is the speed limit? Is it safe to 

proceed? Keep in mind the time of day and traffic conditions. There may be intersections 

were it would be risky to proceed through the red during heavy traffic times, but not a prob-

lem early in the morning or late at night. There may be times were the safest thing to do is to 

wait for that bigger vehicle to pull up behind you to trip the signal. Donõt let impatience over-

rule your good judgment.  Remember safety firsté and the good times can continue. 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus
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Honda recalls 126,000 Gold Wings for brake problem 

American Honda is recalling certain 2001-to-2010 and 2012 

GL1800 Gold Wings due to a braking problem. The potential 

number of units affected is about 126,000. 

Under certain conditions, the combined braking systemôs sec-

ondary master cylinder may cause the rear brake to drag. Unex-

pected braking increases the risk of a crash, and riding the mo-

torcycle with the rear brake dragging may generate enough heat 

to cause the rear brake to catch fire. 

Honda will notify owners, and dealers will inspect the secondary master cylinder and, if neces-

sary, replace it for free. The recall is expected to begin on or about Jan. 4. Owners may contact 

Honda customer service at 866-784-1870. 

In addition the government-distributed recall notice, American Honda has issued a press release 

that explains the problem in more detail:  

The compensating port hole inside the secondary master cylinder (part of the combined-braking 

system) can become blocked due to (1) stacking of tolerances in manufacturing and (2) sufficient 

swelling of the primary pressure cup inside the master cylinder. If the compensating port hole 

becomes completely blocked, the rear wheel brake caliper can drag after the rider releases the 

brake input. If this occurs, the rear brake temperature and pressure progressively increase. 

Honda says dealers will immediately receive a transmittal of complete repair instructions. Re-

placement secondary master cylinders in the U.S. will initially be made available through Ameri-

can Hondaôs dealer technical support hotline. Upon approval by NHTSA, American Honda will 

mail letters to all registered owners, and also post a copy of the letter on pow-

ersports.honda.com. Target dates for website posting are before the end of December, and mail 

receipt by registered customers should occur before the end of January, the company says. 

http://www.powersports.honda.com
http://www.powersports.honda.com


Birthdays  
JANUARY 
2-RICHARD RAPP 

3-ROSIE KRUSE- 

6-WESLEY POE 

7-GREG TOWNSEND 

9-SANDY REED 

11-BILL MASCHKE 

15-BETTY KURTZ 

18-SHIRLEY FOLTZ 

18-SHIRLEY WUERFEL 

19-GENE SHIELDS 

26-BILL MICHAELS 

27-MARGE SMENT 

 

 

FEBRUARY  
3-KEVIN PUCKETT 

6-CHRIS BENNETT 

7-LYNN MURRAY 

12-LADONNA MAROTTA 

15-GREG WATSON 

18-MARY HOWARD 

21-JOANN LEITH 

22-PENNY MITCHELL 

Anniversary's  

 

January 

None 

 

FEBRUARY  

 

11-TOM & JOANN LEITH 

14-DAVE/KATHIE HOPPER 

24-LARRY & LADONNA 

MAROTTA 

 

 

Activity Awards for December 
  

NONE 



CHAPTER òLó FRIDAY NIGHT SUPPER RIDES ð 2012 

 

      DATE       MEET-LOCATION     TIME         ORGANIZER-LEADER 

 

JANUARY 6, 2012  FIVE COINS Restaurant    6:30PM   Ron Heffelfinger 335-2151  

JANUARY 27, 2012  SOPHIAõS Restaurant (Roscoe)     6:30 PM   Ron Heffelfinger 335-2151   

 

FEBRUARY 10, 2012  SUNRISE Restaurant (Byron)  6:30 PM Ron Heffelfinger 335-2151  

FEBRUARY 24, 2012  NEDõS Restaurant (Bus. Rte. 20) 6:30 PM Ron Heffelfinger 335-2151 

 

MARCH 2, 2012  HAWKSVIEW Restaurant  6:30 PM Ron Heffelfinger 335-2151  

MARCH 23, 2012  HARVEST Restaurant (Winnebago) 6:30 PM Ron Heffelfinger 335-2151 

 

APRIL 13, 2012  (To Be Defined) Restaurant  6:30 PM Virginia Thomas 965-0818 

APRIL 27, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Bill Michaels       874-8591 

 

MAY 4, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Dave Bennett       398-1201  

MAY 18, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Bill Maschke       623-8861 

 

JUNE 1, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Tom Weltzer       335-1314  

JUNE 22, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Harland Thillen   394-0535 

 

JULY 13, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Gene Shields       761-5171 

JULY 27, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Bill Baner       335-4025 

 

AUGUST 10, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Mickey Shaw       218-6528  

AUGUST 24, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Rick Williams      399-2113 

 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2012  Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Dave Bennett       398-

1201  

SEPTEMBER 21, 2012 Sandy Hollow MOBIL Station  6:00 PM Danny Foltz       963-

4097  

 

OCTOBER 5, 2012  (To Be Defined) Restaurant  6:30 PM (To Be Named) 

OCTOBER 26, 2012  (To Be Defined) Restaurant  6:30 PM (To Be Named) 

 

NOVEMBER 2, 2012  (To Be Defined) Restaurant  6:30 PM (To Be Named) 

NOVEMBER 16, 2012  (To Be Defined) Restaurant  6:30 PM (To Be Named) 

 








